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Gusii language 


The Gusii language (also known Ekegusii) is a Bantu language spoken in Kisii and Nyamira counties in western 
Kenya, whose headquarters is Kisii town, (between the Kavirondo Gulf of Lake Victoria and the border with Tanzania). 
It is spoken natively by 2.2 million people (as of 2009), mostly among the Abagusii. 
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Sounds 


Vowels 


Gusii has seven vowels. Vowel length is contrastive, i.e. the words 'bor' to miss and 'boor' to soy are distinguished by 
vowel length only. 


Phonetic inventory of vowels in Gusii 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


u 

Near-close 

e 


0 

Open-mid 

£ 


D 

Open 


a 



Consonants 

In the table below, orthographic symbols are included between brackets if they differ from the IPA symbols. Note 
especially the use of ‘y’ for IPA /)/, common in African orthographies. When symbols appear in pairs, the one to the 
right represents a voiced consonant. 


Gusii 

Ekegusii 

Native to Kenya 

Region Western Kenya, 

Kisii County & 
Nyamira County 
Native speakers 2.2 million (2009 
census)Pl 
0.5 million 

Language Niger-Congo 

family 

■ Atlantic-Congo 

■ Volta-Congo 

■ Benue-Congo 

■ Bantoid 

■ Southern 
Bantoid 

■ Bantu 

■ Northeast 
Bantu 

■ Great 
Lakes 
Bantu 

■ Logooli- 
Kuria 
(E.40) 

■ Gusii 


Dialects 

Ekegusii Proper 
Girango Maate 

Bonchari/Bunchari 

Writing system 

Latin, Arabic 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

guz 

Glottolog 

gusil247 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 

ource/languoid/i 

d/gusil247)Pl 

Guthrie code 

JE.42PI 


Phonetic inventory of consonants in Gusii 



bilabial 

alveo-palatal 

palatal 

velar 

plosive 

P b 

t 

c(c) 

k g 

fricative 


s 



affricate 



eg (c) 


nasal 

m 

n 

P (ny) 

h (ng') 

trill 


r 



approximant 

w 


j{y) 



The following morphophonological alternations occur: 


■ n+r = nd 

■ n+b = mb 

■ n+g = ng 

■ n+k = r)k 

■ n+m = m: 


The gusii language has the consonant' b' not realized as the bilabial stop as in 'bat' but as bilabial fricative as in words like baba, baminto, abana. 


Ekegusii language Alphabet 
































Ekegusii alphabet (Kenya)['^J[^][®] 

Ekegusii 

Alphabet 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

E 

G 

H 

1 

K 

M 

N 

O 

o 

R 

S 

T 

U 

W 

Y 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Ekegusii 

Consonants 

Mb 

Bw 

mbw 

Ch 

Nch 

Chw 

Nchw 

Nd 

Ndw 

Ng 

Gw 

Ngw 

Ng' 

Ng'w 

Ny 

Nyw 

Nk 

Kw 

Nkw 

Mw 

Nw 

Rw 

Ns 

Sw 



Examples of Ekegusii words 

English - Ekegusii 

•Good morning - Bwakire buya 

•Goodnight - Obotuko obuya 

•One - eyemo 

•Two - Ibere 

•Five - Isano 

•Nine - Kianda 

•Twenty - Emerongo ebere 

•Ten - Ikomi 

•Head - Omotwe 

•Ear - Ogoto 

•Water - Amache 

•Earth - Ense 

•Dwell - Menya 

•Homeland - Inka 

•Today - Rero 

•Sun - Risase 

•Dog - Esese 

•Red - Embariri 

•Stand - Tenena 

•Know - Manya 

•See - Rora 

•Upside/Northern/Hihside - Rogoro 

•Lake/Sea - Enyancha 

•Desert - Eroro 

•Fighter - Omorwani 

•Roll over - Garagara 

•Milk - Amabere 

•She Goat - Esibeni 

•Cowdung - Esike 

•Lady - Omosubati 
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Listening 
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